
Central and Eastern European 

Futures 

Re-visited

Growing up or Catching up

Thomas Knorr-Siedow



Need for complex theory

linking society, city and 

housing



1. A day in the past

Looking at futures

Peter Marcuse

• Build up a self-sustained basis for urban 

development.

• True costs and change from withheld 

income to a split of taxes and self-

finance.

• Allow for more diversity and 

independency from the centrally 

planned pathway. 

• Unleash finances and engagement.



Backcasting 1989

• Institutional framework of actors 

representing  all.

• Build up responsible and self-

governing relations in the city.

• Perspective for new forms of 

cooperative strategies beyond the 

market (housing and labour).

• What was talked about without 

reaching any result: restitution, 

privatisation.



2. What has happened • Good examples of rehabilitation with 

and for the residents (REV 8, Fö Utca)

• A huge mass of integrated (and self-

organised) innovatons.

• Gentrification as a positive and a 

negative element and immense 

peripherisation, where poverty is 

hardly more than conserved.

• Negligence of poverty, peripherisation 

of development in social and spatial 

dimension.



3. Forcasting? 

What is on the agenda?

• What are the urban and housing needs 
in diverse societies?
Age, wealth and income, gender, 
ethnicity …

• No ‘re-…’
• Requesting a new role of state and 

supra-state institutions.

• Role of civil society. 

• Forms of governance in providing a 
balance that encourages development.

• Role of independent local projects.

• A word on German alternative actors. 



Why? 

• Widespread market failure –

affecting not only the lower classes 

– over-priced and not demand 

oriented.

• Demand for more self-

determination in housing and 

wealth generation.

• Changing life-styles and diverse 

household patterns – older, smaller, 

self chosen community.

• Changing work-life patterns.  

• DiY as a life-strategy.
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4. Forcasting? 

What could be the 

outcomes?

• Diversifying within the stock.

• Projects bridging the societal gap.

• New forms of work, age, ethnicity, 

gender as focus of a housing sector 

that allows solidarity.

• Niche or knot of development?



What can the state do?

• Provide framework 

rules.

• Equal opportunities 

for various projects.

• Conditional land 

provision at fixed 

price.

• Support independent 

networking and 

information.
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Cross lateral concepts …

• Strengthening the local-level actors 

and providing through politics.

• Finding out, where the state should be 

re-invented. 

• New forms of non-co-opted 

responsibility and participation.

• New forms of collaborations (cities and 

in the cities) - planning.



Cross lateral concepts …

• Finally: to be tolerant towards 

development, you need to be clear 

about what is intolerable. 


