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IDEOLOGY
and

POST-SOCIALIST CITIES

 CEE cities are unique in contemporary world history by the heavy impact 
of ideology on the course of their urban evolution

 Ideology will continue to play a central role as a force shaping CEE cities

Kiril Stanilov
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CEE cities have served as a main stage 
for global ideological confrontation

revolutions
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socialist city

urban models
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Social inequality index

Source: Eurostat

Serbia 9.0

Turkey 8.6

Romania 8.3

Lithuania 7.5

Bulgaria 7.1

Spain 6.9

North Macedonia 6.6

Greece 6.5

Latvia 6.5

Estonia 6.2

Portugal 6.0

Italy 5.8

Croatia 5.2

Cyprus 5.2

United Kingdom 5.2

Poland 4.9

Germany 4.8

Ireland 4.5

Switzerland 4.5

France 4.3

Luxembourg 4.3

Hungary 4.3

Malta 4.2

Denmark 4.1

Austria 4.0

Belgium 3.8

Netherlands 3.8

Sweden 3.8

Slovenia 3.6

Finland 3.6

Czech Republic 3.5

Slovakia 3.5

Norway 3.5

Iceland 3.4

urban models
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Economy

economy no longer the defining force 
of social stratification and conflict
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conclusions

 Are we beginning to discern the contours of a new global ideology?
 If so, will it produce its own new urban models?
 What will be the role of post-socialist cities in adoption of these models?
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• the emergence of such ideology is in its initial stages of fermentation
• there is always time lag between the formulation of an ideology and the 

generation of its urban models
• further time lag between conception of a model and its implementation
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 Are we beginning to discern the contours of a new global ideology?
 If so, will it produce its own new urban models?
 What will be the role of post-socialist cities in adoption of these models?

• the emergence of such ideology is in its initial stages of fermentation
• there is always time lag between the formulation of an ideology and the 

generation of its urban models
• further time lag between conception of a model and its implementation

however

There are a number of reasons to believe that the post-socialist cities will become a 
key battleground of the new ideological confrontation:

• the populist ideological currents are running very strong in this part of the 
world

• cities in this region are more dynamically evolving, more prone to change
• CEE countries have an established record as a testing ground for emerging 

ideologies.
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