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Households’ housing strategies and 

housing policies

• Understanding behaviour of individuals and 
households:
• What are the drivers of behaviour
• What are responses to societal changes
• What are responses to policies

• How resilient are these strategies?
• How to make policies work (knowing 

unintended consequences)?
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I

National economy classification: 

3 corners
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Households’ housing strategies: 

comparative EU-projects

• OSIS: Origins of security and insecurity: housing 

systems, jobs, households, finance and social security

• DEMHOW: demographic change and housing wealth: 

charting attitudes and contributing to policy making

• Housing Exclusion: welfare policies, housing provision 

and labour markets

• RE-InVEST: a participative approach that gives voice to 

vulnerable groups and civil society organisations
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Households’ housing strategies: some 

overall conclusions

• Role of house:
• Home as ultimate security
• House as family project
• Source of income in kind

• Household responses:
• Wait and see
• Pride and shame
• Policies can worsen household problems
• Networking can help
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Households do not act according to 

Life Cycle Model 

• Results demonstrate households 
are not irrational, they rather 
have another rational

• What are values and 
assumptions about households 
underlying policies
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“The last creature to discover 

water is a fish” (Smelser, 2003)
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How to research household 

strategies?

• Interviews in depth: understanding ratios

• Focus groups with policy makers: 
understanding safety net mechanisms

• Focus groups with vulnerable people: under 
standing ratio’s and mutual help

• Co-creation with households and policy 
makers: ….UPLIFT young people: Reflexive 
policy, responsive governance, resilient 

society 
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Values and logics in housing

• Government policies and household strategies

• Interaction:

• nudge

• allow

• forbid

• support

• Learn lesson for future welfare


