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Structure of the
presentation

I. Theoretical background: 
Community and heritage // 
socially inclusive cultural
landscape

II. Case-studies: Roma heritage
preserved in participatory way



Heritage from below

• Heritage is not given, it is made

• selective tradition, authorized heritage 
discourse, critical / contested heritage 
studies

• Community-based heritage: ‘if we 
Aborigines can’t control our own 
heritage, what the hell can we control?’ 



Invisible Roma 
history and culture

• Roma as „imagined community”

• Dolores Hayden: new histories of cultural
landscape

• Romani voice: Community-based public / 
dialogic history



First Roma Country 
House in Hodász
• Located in one of the most disadvantageous 

regions of Hungary

• Exhibition of housing conditions and 
traditional occupations

• Community centre, ”living country house”



Local history 
research in Újpest

• New methodology: oral history 
and community participation

• Contradictory findings in the 
official canon and the personal 
testimonies

• Creating Roma „lieux de mémoire”



Conclusion

• Strenghtened sense of belonging and 
local identity

• Culturally and socially more inclusive 
landscape


